JOURNAL ENTRY STARTERS
Civil War Research Project

You will write 3 journal entries: one each from the beginning, middle, and end of the Civil War. The three journal entries (together) should take up at least 2-3 handwritten pages.
Put yourself in the role you’ve chosen – your entries should use first person statements (statements using “I”): “I was wounded in the battle last week”; “Today I had nothing to eat but moldy bread”, etc. 

Remember that the person you are writing as may hold beliefs that you do not personally agree with. For example, they may think slavery is morally acceptable. When you express these beliefs in your journal entry, however, please be thoughtful about it – try to convey those beliefs in a careful way, without using inflammatory language. 
Be creative and use your research and your imagination! Try to use as many concrete details as possible – describe your uniform or dress, your weapons, your feelings about the war, what you are eating, what you do each day, where you live, and your political opinions.
Here are some sample sentences to help you get started. You do not have to use them – they are just suggestions.
First Entry (beginning of the war)

“Let me describe myself. I am _________________________________________” 

Are you a man or a woman? ____________________

White or African-American? ___________________

How old are you? ________________________

What state do you live in? _____________________

Do you support the Union or the Confederacy? ________________

“Now that the war has begun, I believe ____________________”
Do you think the war is justified? Could it have been avoided? _________

What are your feelings about slavery? __________________________________

Are you excited about being a soldier, if that is your role? Scared? Uncertain? Why did you become a soldier?  __________________________________________________
“Today I ________________________________________________________”

What did you do today?___________________________________

What did you wear? ______________________________________________

What did you eat?_____________________________________________

Where do you sleep? ________________________________________

What kind of weapons do you carry (if a soldier)? ___________________________
Second Entry (middle of the war)
“So much has happened in the past two years. I have _________________________”

What has happened to the person you are writing as?_____________________________

Did your soldier fight in a battle? What was it like? _____________________________

Was your soldier wounded? If so, describe what happened. ________________________

If writing as a woman, are you doing war work? Nursing the wounded? Are you a spy, or disguising yourself as a man in order to fight? _________________________________

If you are an African-American soldier, have you faced any prejudice? How are you treated in the Union army? What are your feelings about the Emancipation Proclamation, which ended slavery (1862)? _____________________________________________
“This war has made my  life very difficult. For example, _______________________”
Do you have enough to eat?____________________________
If you are a soldier, what other hardships might you face? _________________
For everyone, are there shortages in food and other necessities? ___________________
Are you waiting and worrying about a husband or son, waiting for them to come home? If so, what are your thoughts? _________________________________________

“At least there are some amusements to help pass the time. For example, I like to _”
What music do you listen to? Quote some lyrics that you particularly like. ____________

What games might you play? ___________________________

“Now that the country has been at war for two years, I believe __________________”

Have your feelings about the war changed since your first journal entry? _____________

Third Entry (end of the war)
“The war is over, and I am_____________________________________”
Are you glad the war is over? __________________________________________

If you are a Confederate soldier or woman, what are your feelings about being defeated? 
Did you lose any family or friends in the war? ________________________________

If you are an African-American soldier, what will you do now that slavery has ended? 
“Now I am hopeful that __________________________________________”

What are you hoping will happen next in your life and in the U.S.? ________________

Do you think the United States can become one united country again? _____________

“The war has taught me that _______________________________________________”
What have you learned from the Civil War years? _____________________________

How have your beliefs and opinions changed? __________________________________
